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Buzzards in Derbyshire (Ken Smith)

Front cover photograph of Hen Harrier, Upper Derwentdale, early May 2014 (Dave Simmonite)

FOREWORD
This is the fourth joint report of the two Raptor Groups which operate in the Peak District
and surrounding areas. A more comprehensive review of breeding success and failures,
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conservation and persecution news affecting birds of prey, owls and Raven is made
possible by the co-operation of both groups, whose members all work as Schedule One
licensed operatives within the Northern England Raptor Forum (NERF).
After two very challenging seasons for many of the raptor species breeding in our area,
2014 turned out to be a much improved season for many of them.
The Peak District Bird of Prey Initiative survey work showed a mixed picture as regards
breeding success but a notable and welcome improvement in the relationships between
raptor workers and shooting interests. An upturn in fortunes for breeding Merlin was most
welcome in the Dark Peak, but news was less positive on territories on the Eastern Moors;
both Peregrine Falcon and Goshawk continue to be unsuccessful at most of their former
breeding sites in the Dark Peak - a marked contrast to their continued expansion and
success in the White Peak.
2014 was a good vole year which resulted in an unprecedented number of pairs of Longeared Owls recorded breeding in and around the Dark Peak areas and seemingly high
breeding site occupation and productivity for Kestrel and Tawny Owl. However Shorteared Owl didn’t appear to be as abundant as might have been expected under such
circumstances.
On another positive note, 2014 saw the first Hen Harriers fledge successfully in the Peak
District for 8 years. It is probably fair to say that the level of support shown by all the
interested groups and organisations involved was unprecedented and helped to ensure
that the breeding attempt was a success. We would like to thank everyone involved, from
the first sightings in April through to the project end in September. We would like to extend
a special thank you to Geoff Eyre, the National Trust shooting tenant, who first reported
this late nesting attempt; Jamie Horner (Peak District Bird of Prey Initiative Field Worker);
the National Trust and their staff who managed and funded a large amount of the project
and to all of the volunteers who spent many hours monitoring the nesting attempt.
The final outcome of this breeding attempt (more of which you can read about in this
report) further highlights the need for urgent action to ensure a population recovery for this
wonderful species. This nest was one of only four successful breeding pairs in England in
2014, this following a complete failure to produce any fledged young in 2013.
With this backdrop we are cautiously optimistic that 2015 will see a continuation of the
good work being done by all parties.
Raptors continue to have a high priority in both conservation and political circles, Hen
Harrier Day saw hundreds of people at several sites throughout England demonstrating at
the lack of Hen Harriers breeding in England. The event in the Upper Derwent Valley was
well attended despite the appalling weather, with Chris Packham and Mark Avery both
speaking openly about the reasons behind the declines.
The two Peak Raptor Groups jointly hosted the 2014 Northern England Raptor Forum
conference in Bakewell, and once again the sell-out conference was a fantastic success
with a good variety of speakers and topics including a section focusing on the Peak
District. Speakers for this focal session included Derbyshire Police and Crime
Commissioner Alan Charles on Wildlife Crime, Jon Stewart, National Trust General
Manager for the Peak District on The High Peak Moors Vision and Plan and Trevor
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Grimshaw (SPRSG) with Mike Price (PDRMG) comparing the fortunes of key raptor
species in the White and Dark Peak areas respectively.
We would like to thank everyone who has helped or supported the Raptor Groups in their
work in 2014 and look forward optimistically to the 2015 breeding season.
Members of both our groups continue to put in many hours of fieldwork, not only in the
breeding season, but throughout the year, and this enables us to build an ever-increasing
database regarding the populations, habits and behaviour of our region’s birds of prey
throughout the year. Thanks go to all our members for their continued support, fieldwork
and expertise, with particular thanks to members Mike Price and Ken Smith for their fine
photos and in addition to Richard Sale and Dave Simmonite for allowing us to publish their
photos. We are grateful to David Williams for compiling the Sorby Breck Ringing
Recoveries section of the report. Many thanks are also offered to Rhodri Thomas at Peak
Park for his support and financial assistance in the printing of this report. We also thank
the following organisations and landowners for allowing access to their land:
ARC Limited
Buxton Lime Chatsworth Estates
Forest Enterprise
Lafarge Limited RMC Limited Severn Trent Water Sheffield City Council
Tarmac Limited Yorkshire Water United Utilities plc
Win Hill Fisheries
Job Earnshaw & Bros Ltd
T Kirk Forestry
Mr & Mrs J White
Peak Park Joint Planning Board
National Trust
Derbyshire CC Ranger Service
and all the others who wish to remain anonymous
Steve Davies
Coordinator
District Raptor Monitoring Group

Trevor Grimshaw
Coordinator Peak
South Peak Raptor Study Group
--o--

SPECIES ACCOUNTS
[Much of the information in the introduction to each species’ account has been taken from:
Balmer D. E. et al. 2013. Bird Atlas 2007 – 11: the breeding and wintering birds of Britain and Ireland
(BTO Books, Thetford) and from data in the Rare Breeding Birds Panel Report for 2012 with extra
comments from Roy Frost]

HONEY BUZZARD Pernis apivorus
Honey Buzzards are secretive and are less detectable than other raptors because they
spend a lot of time on the forest floor at the nests of bees and wasps, and relatively little
time in the air. There has been a significant expansion of the species in many areas of
upland forest in western and northern Britain, which reflects ongoing colonisation and
improved efforts to find the birds.
No sightings of this species were made by members of either group in 2014.
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RED KITE Milvus milvus
The re-establishment of the Red Kite as a breeding species in Britain has been a major
conservation success. From 1989 onwards, Red Kites were reintroduced to the Chilterns
in England and the Black Isle in Scotland. By 2011 the Chiltern population had increased
to over 800 pairs. From this release area, Red Kites have colonised much of central
southern England. Despite comparable nesting success, the Black Isle population has
increased at a much slower pace, with only 55 pairs recorded in 2011. Illegal killing is
thought to be limiting this population. Since 1995, six further reintroduction projects have
taken place in England and Scotland, and outside these core areas the wide spread of
non-breeding records suggests that other populations could appear in time. The remnant
Welsh population increased from around 80 pairs in 1992 to over 1,000pairs by 2011,
accompanied by expansion from most of the rest of Wales and into Shropshire and
Herefordshire.
As in previous years there were a number of sightings of single birds in both groups’
recording areas throughout the year but no breeding behaviour was recorded. Successful
breeding must remain a distinct possibility in the future within Derbyshire and the Peak
District, both areas having plenty of suitable habitat. A pair bred in Staffordshire, outside
our recording area, in 2012.
MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus
Marsh Harriers have a chequered history as breeding birds in Britain, with a temporary
extinction at the end of the 19 th century. Numbers subsequently rose before a crash to just
one single breeding pair in Suffolk in 1971. However abundance and range have since
increased widely as a result of the ban on organochlorine pesticide use, reduced
interference from humans and the creation and restoration of wetland habitat. The Rare
Breeding Birds Panel report for 2012 gives a UK total of 272-336 breeding females or
pairs. These include 33 confirmed and 11 probable pairs in Lincolnshire, with comparable
figures for Yorkshire of 26 and eight pairs; in addition single pairs bred in Cheshire and
Nottinghamshire.
Up to two birds were regularly seen in the Beeley Moor / Eastmoor area in the first half of
August; they were thought to be birds of the year – but their origin remains unknown.
Once again in 2014 the number of birds passing through the study area during the
summer months suggests that these upland areas are being used as passage / migration
routes.
HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus
During the breeding season, Hen Harriers frequent heather moorland, extensive farmland
and young forest plantations. In 2010 there were around 662 breeding pairs in Britain;
numbers had increased from 630 pairs in 1988 / 89 to 806 pairs in 2004, but an 18%
decline followed. Nine breeding pairs were successful in England in 2011, fledging 17
young, yet only one pair of Hen Harriers nested successfully in England in 2012. In 2013
the species became effectively extinct as a successful breeding bird in England, after the
failure of two nesting attempts. There appears to be no realistic future for the Hen Harrier
as a breeding species in England, as deliberate human interference and illegal killing,
which is prevalent on driven grouse moors, prevent the Hen Harrier from breeding across
swathes of suitable upland heath and moorland habitats managed for grouse shooting in
northern England - and southern Scotland, where major losses in the breeding population
are also evident.
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Male Hen Harrier, Derbyshire (Ken Smith)

A number of sightings throughout the early part of the season were followed up as a
priority, including a pair that had been observed in the Upper Derwent Valley from early
April. Although the ring-tail didn't stay in the area for long, the male was still displaying in
the valley until mid June. There were reports of another pair displaying further south in the
study area, but there was a lot of moorland management activity in that area when checks
were made, including burning in what appeared to be the exact area that the birds were
reported.

Female Hen Harrier, Upper Derwentdale (Mike Price)

In August Geoff Eyre (the National Trust shooting tenant for the area) reported a late nest
with five young in the Upper Derwent Valley. For more details on this successful breeding
attempt see the article by Mick Taylor and Mike Price on pages 20 & 21 of the report.
GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis
6

The Goshawk was almost extinct in Britain by the late 19 th century as a result of
deforestation and persecution. There were sporadic records of breeding by the species
during the 1960s and 70s, many through the deliberate releases by falconers. The
combination of the wide separation of release sites and locally high levels of illegal killing
of the species is considered to have had a major impact on the subsequent distribution of
Goshawk. The RBBP report a UK population of 363-514 pairs in 2012.
In the Upper Derwentdale area all previous sites were checked and two were occupied in
2014: at one site a single chick successfully fledged, while at the other site birds were
present, a clutch was laid and then deserted – no foul play was suspected – and when the
nest was finally checked by camera, it was found to contain seven addled eggs.
Elsewhere in the SPRSG recording area fourteen sites were occupied and a total of at
least 28 young fledged from twelve successful nests.
In the PDRMG area, a number of sightings of single birds in suitable territory were
followed up throughout the year; however, no breeding was recorded until late in the
season when two fledged young were discovered at one site.
SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus
In the breeding season, Sparrowhawks are widespread across most of Britain, with the
exception of the northern Scottish uplands. Abundance is highest in lowland areas, such
as eastern England, yet particularly low in north-west Scotland and other upland areas.
There was a low point in breeding in the early 1960s caused by the widespread use of
organochloride pesticides, but a 36% range expansion since that time, although the most
recent breeding population trends suggest a small decline since 2005.

Sparrowhawk, Derbyshire (Ken Smith)

As in previous years, no specific studies of the species have been undertaken in the
SPRSG area, but sightings are regular and the Sparrowhawk continues to thrive in urban
areas.
Other commitments resulted in a lower effort expended on this species than in previous
years by the PDRM group, with just 4 nests monitored, three of which were successful with
13 young ringed. At the main long-term study site in South Yorkshire ten nests were
monitored, five of which were successful and five failed (three of which were abandoned
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before laying); twelve young were ringed from four of the successful nests, the other nest
being subject to the climbing restrictions imposed by The Forestry Commission.
COMMON BUZZARD Buteo buteo
One of the most extraordinary changes in our avifauna over recent decades has been the
spread of the Buzzard. It is now widespread year round all across Britain. In most areas
this represents a recolonisation of former range, mainly following contraction caused by
persecution during the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries and the impact of organochlorine
pesticides in the 1950s and 60s. However despite the healthy populations in some areas,
there is a lack of breeding success or the absence of adult birds adjacent to grouse rearing
areas where the habitat is otherwise most suitable for the species. This is strongly
suggestive of continued human interference.
SPRSG no longer systematically monitors the species as it is so widespread, although
there is a continued lack of successful breeding adjacent to the Upper Derwentdale grouse
moors. One SPRSG member recorded 17 fledged broods of Buzzards, whilst looking for
Hobbies in August. A report from Nick Brown of Derbyshire Wildlife Trust concerned a
ringed bird that was picked up injured near Weston Underwood in South Derbyshire; it was
caught on barbed wire fencing and had been ringed by Sorby Breck in 2004.
In the PDRM group area the species continues to thrive away from the grouse moors
whilst failures continue to be common in areas adjacent to the grouse moors. 25 young
were ringed from 15 nests.

Brood of young Buzzards, Derbyshire (Mike Price)

A Common Buzzard was found alive, but caught in a fen trap, by a member of the public
near to Winscar Reservoir, South Yorkshire on 21st February.
Unfortunately due to the extent of its injuries the bird had to be euthanised. This bird had
been ringed by PDRMG and was found 259 days after ringing, five km away from the nest.
Another Common Buzzard was found dead by PDRMG members in a plantation near to
Glossop. A subsequent post-mortem revealed that the bird had been shot with a shotgun.
ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD Buteo lagopus
Rough-legged Buzzards breed from Fennoscandinavia eastwards and in the autumn they
migrate south or south-east. The British east coast is at the extreme north-western fringe
of their normal wintering range and they are scarce but regular winter visitors there.
However, like many raptors, Rough-legged Buzzards can roam widely and inland records
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are frequent, mainly from the eastern half of England, from Yorkshire to Kent. Some birds
remain in their wintering areas into spring.
The gritstone uplands of the Peak District are the favoured area for records of this
species and the late autumn / early winter period brought a number of reports of Roughlegged Buzzard into the area; there were at least three individuals, and possibly five or
more, being seen across both study areas.
OSPREY Pandion haliaetus
Ospreys became virtually extinct as a breeding species in Britain during the early 1900s,
due to killing and and egg collecting by humans. With increased protection, there has
been a steady increase in numbers and range in Scotland and a spread into Cumbria and
Northumberland in the 21st century. A translocation programme to re-establish a breeding
population in England began at Rutland Water in 1996, and the first successful breeding
took place in 2001. Birds from this programme have also settled at two sites in Wales and
records of non-breeding Ospreys are widely distributed throughout Britain. The RBBP
assessed the 2012 UK population at 192-209 pairs.
Ospreys were seen quite frequently in the spring and the autumn months, the increase in
populations around the UK resulting in many more sightings throughout the study areas.
KESTREL Falco tinnunculus
The Kestrel is one of the most widespread and abundant raptors in Britain, although it is
absent from areas of south-west and central Wales and some upland areas of western
Scotland. Densities are highest in central and eastern England, although the British Bird
Breeding Survey of 2011 reported a 32% reduction in the Kestrel population between 1995
and 2010 in the UK. The main threat to the species, evinced by the survey, seemed to be
associated with incompatible farming practices that reduce available habitat and adversely
affect food supply. In addition the impact of second-generation rodenticides and
competition with other raptors have been suggested as causes for the decline.

Kestrels, Derbyshire (Ken Smith)

SPRSG does not monitor the species in any widespread way but accepts that further
study is warranted given this national decline.
No monitoring of the Kestrel was undertaken by PDRMG in 2014; however a brood of six
young was ringed from a nest box in the Glossop area.
MERLIN Falco columbarius
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The Merlin’s breeding preference is for uplands, especially heather-dominated moorland.
The breeding population in Britain has been the subject of three recent national surveys,
which showed that, although numbers increased from 1983-4 to 1993-4, figures from a
2008 survey suggested a subsequent 13% decline; despite this breeding numbers in 2008
were significantly larger than in 1983-4. Possible reasons suggested for this recent
decline include changes in prey availability and in nesting habitat through more frequent
heather burning and the maturing of forest plantations.
In the Upper Derwent Valley the usual traditional sites were checked, only one of which
was occupied and this was successful with five young fledged (this is the first brood of five
at this site since 1999). In other parts of SPRSG’s recording area all known sites were
checked, and lone birds were noted at four sites early in the season, but there were no
further signs of breeding. On the north Staffordshire moorlands only one pair was found,
which was successful and four young fledged. All nine young from the two successful
nests were ringed.

Merlin clutch and young, Dark Peak, Derbyshire (Mike Price)

With most of the keepers cooperating fully with the Peak Park Bird of Prey Initiative and
the improved weather in 2014, 14 successful breeding attempts were monitored in the
PDRMG area. These 14 successful breeding attempts were known to have fledged a
minimum of 57 young, with 45 young being ringed from 11 nests. There were three
monitored sites, where the breeding attempt was not proven until post-fledging; these
three pairs produced at least 11 young. In addition, there were two sites in the north of the
study area, where once again, despite adult birds being present and interacting prior to
breeding, all activity stopped before breeding was proven and birds were thereafter no
longer present.
HOBBY Falco subbuteo
The Hobby is a breeding migrant occupying a wide range of habitat throughout southern
Britain and its wide-ranging behaviour can make breeding evidence difficult to come by.
There has been a large-scale expansion in range from southern England to the north, west
and east and the species is widespread south of a line from the Humber to the Mersey,
with the exception of west Wales and Cornwall. North of this line, they are thinly
distributed as far north as southern Northumberland, although there is some evidence of
recent breeding in the Scottish Highlands. A recent paper by Musgrove et al in British
Birds [2013] suggested a UK population of 2,800 pairs. Reasons for the increase may be
linked to increases in the Hobby’s dragonfly prey supplies associated with a greater
number of gravel pits and reservoirs. Increased availability of prey was thought to be the
main reason for the good breeding success in a study in lowland farmland in Derbyshire
conducted by one of our members (Messenger & Roome, 2007: The breeding population
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of Hobby in Derbyshire / British Birds 100: 594 – 608). Climate change could also have
benefited this species and its prey.
In Anthony Messenger’s 100 square km South Derbyshire core study area eight pairs
were present in 2014; six pairs were successful, one pair failed and at the remaining site
the outcome was unknown, although it was suspected that the pair moved out of the core
study area after their initial arrival. Fourteen young fledged from the six successful pairs,
giving a mean of 2.33 young per successful pair (which is identical to 2013) and 1.75
young per breeding pair. Across the whole of the southern study area there was a
minimum of 22 pairs present (including the core area), from which there were 17
successful pairs, two failures and three where the outcome was unknown; 36 young
fledged, giving a mean of 2.12 young per successful nest (down from 2.42 in 2013) and
1.89 per breeding pair. A total of 17 young were ringed from the successful nests.

Hobby, South Derbyshire (Richard Sale)

In NE Derbyshire and the Peak District, 16 sites were checked, 12 had breeding pairs, of
which 11 were successful and one failed; pairs were present at the four remaining sites,
but the outcomes were unknown. A total of at least 21 young fledged from the successful
nests.
Both of the lowland areas monitored by PDRMG for Hobby continue to show signs of
increased populations. In Cheshire two pairs were recorded nesting just 2km apart and a
third pair nearby were seen defending an obvious site against Common Buzzard; despite
extensive searching, the actual nest was never found, yet two fledged young were seen on
a later visit. There were a number of sightings at two additional historic territories, but
neither the nests nor fledged young were located. Six young fledged from three nests in
this study area, and four young were ringed from two of these pairs. In the other lowland
study area in South Yorkshire, six pairs were monitored, 11 young fledged, and four young
were ringed from two of these pairs.
PEREGRINE Falco peregrines
Following the ban on organochlorine pesticides in agriculture, there has been a
remarkable recovery in the Peregrine population and the species is now widespread in
Britain. It breeds in upland and coastal areas with suitable cliffs, and across much of the
lowlands, where it utilizes quarries and man-made structures. However there are marked
variations in population trends in different regions, particularly in western and northern
Scotland, where notable declines and local extinctions are seen. Gains in distribution are
generally considered to be associated with reduced illegal killing, abundant prey and the
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increased tolerance of humans, whereas losses are thought to be associated with local
reductions in food availability, habitat degradation and continued illegal killing, particularly
in areas where the impact of grouse moor management is high.
In the SPRSG recording area 34 sites were checked in 2014. Of these, six sites were
unoccupied, including three sites in Upper Derwentdale, although at the traditional Alport
Castles site the pair raised two young, the first success since 2007. At the 27 remaining
sites where pairs were present, 15 sites were successful, raising at least 26 young. Of the
further 12 sites, most failed because of the poor weather conditions, sometimes after a
failed first attempt. A new site was discovered on the edge of the White Peak in a working
quarry, where a changeover at the nest was observed, but shortly afterwards the pair
deserted due to the proximity of quarry workings. A traditional site in the Manifold Valley,
which has been successful since its discovery in 2003, seems not to have been occupied
in 2014.

Peregrine Falcon, White Peak (Ken Smith)

There was, however, less positive news from two sites in the recording area: at one site
in the White Peak, where birds had been successful in many previous years, the pair was
robbed immediately after young had hatched and at a second site in NE Derbyshire on the
edge of the Peak District, where immature birds and adults had been monitored in the last
few years, the birds were presumed robbed of small young. In both cases the Police
Wildlfife Officers and the RSPB Investigations Department were informed.
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Peregrine Falcon, White Peak quarry site (Ken Smith)

Two sites each fledged three young, although at one site four young hatched and were
monitored to the feathered stage, but one young was assumed to have fallen from the nest
and succumbed between visits; all remaining successful sites fledged one or two young.
In lowland NE Derbyshire, as well as the unsuccessful site previously mentioned, two sites
were again occupied, one raising three young, whilst the other site raised two chicks.
In addition to the figures given above, city centre pairs in Derby and Sheffield were
successful (with three and four chicks respectively and birds were regularly seen at the
Crooked Spire in Chesterfield, with a pair there at the end of the year. The three young at
the Derby Cathedral site were ringed and colour-ringed, as were the four young at St.
George’s Church, Sheffield. A second successful breeding attempt was made at the DWT
East Mill site in Belper, where three young were raised.
2014 was the year of the BTO Peregrine Survey, and despite good early signs with seven
sites occupied by pairs, only one pair was successful in the PDRMG area. The successful
pair at RSPB Dove Stone produced two young; these were ringed with the help of the
United Utilities site manager, RSPB watch point volunteers and Chris Fry, to whom special
thanks are given for abseiling to the nest.
BARN OWL Tyto alba
Barn Owls have been in decline since the mid 19 th century owing to changes in
agriculture, in mortality associated with road traffic and to loss of nest sites. Year round,
the species is widely distributed in Britain, avoiding only high-altitude and urban areas and
being absent from the remoter islands of Scotland. Nestbox provision, captive release
programmes and the provision and management of field margins through agri-environment
schemes, as well as some milder winters, may have facilitated breeding population
recovery in some areas of the UK.
In the major SPRSG recording area three sites were known to have been successful; one
pair raised three young, whist the breeding success of the two remaining pairs was
unknown; in addition, an adult Barn Owl was observed at a suitable site in a working
quarry in the White Peak.
For the first time since the mid 1980s a pair of Barn Owl was recorded breeding in the
Glossop area, where at least four young fledged from a natural nest site just outside
Glossop. A further pair (not in the Peak District) at a farm in West Yorkshire also fledged
five young; nine young were ringed from these two nests.
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LITTLE OWL Athene noctua
The British population of the Little Owl derives from introductions made during the late
1800s. By 1900, Little Owls were regular breeders in several English counties and a
period of rapid expansion followed, lasting into the 1930s. The species is largely restricted
to England and the Welsh borders, with isolated populations in north-west and coastal
Wales. Little Owls prefer lowland, open arable habitat with old trees, mature hedgerows or
farm outbuildings for nesting and they remain a relatively common species, particularly at
lower elevations.
Neither group made any specific study of this species in 2014.
TAWNY OWL Strix aluco
Tawny Owls are resident in woodlands throughout the British mainland but are rarely
found on the Isle of Man and are absent from the whole of Ireland. The species prefers
broadleaved woods, but is also found in coniferous woodland. They are equally at home
in urban areas and will take up residence in parks and large gardens containing mature
trees.
The species is not monitored on a regular basis by the SPRSG.
Within the PDRMG the on-going study of Tawny Owls had to be scaled back somewhat
in 2014 due to the amount of work required to complete the BTO Peregrine Survey, the
observation work on the Hen Harriers in the Upper Derwent Valley and the ongoing work
as part of the Peak Park Bird of Prey Initiative. However, 20 nest boxes were checked, ten
were occupied and 27 young fledged from nine boxes; the tenth box contained four eggs
but was not revisited. After some years of poor occupancy 2014 brought a return to more
encouraging levels. The year was notable for having good brood sizes, with two pairs
fledging five young.
LONG-EARED OWL Asio otus
The Long-eared Owl breeds at scattered locations in Britain and throughout Ireland,
where it is the most abundant owl, probably benefitting from the absence of the
competitively dominant Tawny Owl. Breeding distribution is acknowledged to be subject to
under-recording owing to the species’ discreet nature and preference for dense woodland.
The RBBP give a UK figure of 176-401 pairs in 2012, though Musgrove et al [2013]
consider the population to be between 1,800-6000 pairs. The species is sedentary
throughout its range, but is joined annually by variable numbers of autumn immigrants
from Fennoscandia. Breeding attempts are affected by prey availability and in poor vole
years large numbers of adults do not breed and those that do breed produce smaller
clutches.
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Long-eared Owl, Derbyshire (Ken Smith)

Three pairs bred within 150 metres of each other in the White Peak area, fledging three,
two and one young respectively; at a fourth site, about 800 metres away, the final outcome
was not known.

Young Long-eared Owl, Derbyshire (Mike Price)

Early visits to pine plantations in the northern part of the PDRMG study area revealed
many more nesting attempts than have been historically recorded; visits to approximately
one third of the suitable habit revealed at least 17 Long-eared Owl nests; 37 young were
ringed from 13 of these nests and a minimum of 20 young fledged. However, proving how
many Long-eared Owls fledged proved to be somewhat difficult due to the close proximity
of some nests and the other monitoring work that the group was undertaking at the time,
so this figure should be treated as conservative.
SHORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus
The core breeding range of the Short-eared Owl is the open rough country of northern
England and Scotland, where they favour heather moorland, rough grassland, bogs and
young forestry plantations. Elsewhere breeding records are widely scattered and involve
small numbers of pairs in lowland coastal marshes and extensive grasslands. During the
winter, an influx of Fennoscandian breeders greatly boosts numbers in Britain. Shorteared Owls prey on rodents and small birds with the Short-tailed Field Vole being their
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primary food source. Breeding success invariably fluctuates with vole abundance. The
species’ failure to fully exploit suitable habitat and the current suggestions of decline are
not fully understood. Prey abundance is likely to be the dominant factor but winter survival
and even persecution may play a part. That birds are now absent or scarce in several
traditional areas of apparently still suitable habitat is of considerable concern. Although 99465 pairs were reported to the RBBP in 2012, Musgrove et al [2013] estimated the true UK
population at 620-2,180 pairs.

Short-eared Owl, Derbyshire (Ken Smith)

Short-eared Owl, Derbyshire (Ken Smith)

On the north Staffordshire moorlands, two pairs were present, but the outcome was
unknown, whilst in the Upper Derwent Valley two pairs were located and fledged young.
In the PDRMG area Short-eared Owl proved very difficult to monitor in 2014 due to raptor
workers being very busy with other species (Peregrine, Hen Harrier and Merlin in
particular); in addition the species did not appear to be as visible in daytime hours as birds
have been in previous years, possibly due to an abundance of prey, and due to the
crepuscular nature of Short-eared Owls, the problem for raptor workers of returning from
remote breeding areas in the last throws of light is great.
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RSPB Dove Stone Reservoir reported that six breeding pairs of Short-eared Owls were
noted during their on-going survey work on the reserve; eight young were ringed from two
nests.
There were a number of areas where, despite having evidence of breeding behaviour,
the group could not prove successful breeding, as no fledged young were noted, yet there
were also a number of areas where young Short-eared Owl were recorded post-fledging.
The low number of fledged young seen does continue to give cause for concern.
RAVEN Corvus corax
The Raven is now as much a bird of pastoral or mixed lowland farmland and forestry as it
is of the uplands, having expanded its range eastwards massively. The present
distribution includes most of Britain and Ireland, aside from a band running down the east
from Inverness to Essex. The only unoccupied upland area is the North York Moors.
Expansion into the lowlands has been accompanied by the use of quarries for nesting,
although the majority of birds in these areas nest in trees. However, the threat of
persecution remains a danger in some areas, particularly where the species comes into
conflict with the game shooting community; in some parts of the UK they are both shot and
poisoned.

Raven, Derbyshire (Ken Smith)

In the SPRSG area the species continued to expand, including in the north-eastern
lowland areas where three quarry sites were monitored, with successful breeding at all
sites; three young fledged at each of two sites but numbers fledged were not known at the
third site. In the south of the recording area (south of Carsington Reservoir) twelve tree
nests were located, all of which were successful, with broods of three to four young. In the
Upper Derwentdale area a pair was successful at Alport Castles, where four juveniles
fledged. Most White Peak quarry sites had successful breeding pairs with broods of three
to five young and at least one pair was successful on crags in the Dove Valley. It is
believed that more pairs actually breed in tree nests than in nests on cliffs and crags, but
the latter nests are much easier to find. An interesting record this year was of a pair which
17

bred on a gravel face in a disused quarry, rather than on the usual steep cliff face nearby
used in many previous years.

Ravens, Derbyshire (Ken Smith)

Despite the extra effort afforded during the Peregrine survey, breeding Raven (which
share much of the same nesting areas in the Dark Peak) appear to be seriously underrepresented in the PDRMG study area. Only three successful pairs were recorded in the
Dark Peak and two of these pairs were to be found in the PDRMG study area; eight young
were ringed from two nests. In addition PDRMG recorded a further successful pair away
from the Dark Peak in Cheshire.
--o-Breeding Hen Harriers in Upper Derwentdale in 2014
An adult male Hen Harrier was seen in likely breeding habitat on 7th April and was later
seen displaying on 14th April. A watch was quickly set up by the National Trust in the hope
that a female might arrive and breed with the male. Sadly, the only female to turn up did
not stay, but a second male arrived and displayed in the Upper Derwent Valley and a site
further to the south-east. Both males continued displaying over a wide area until late May.
Since no female had been attracted, the watch was eventually scaled down, and it was
thought that, in any case, no breeding would ensue at this late date even if a female did
turn up.
Nothing further was noticed until a male was seen hunting on Birchinlee Pasture on 2nd
July, and was also seen "chittering" at a hiker near Nether Hey a week or so later, leading
a couple of observers to think that "something might be happening" on the eastern side of
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the valley. This was further amplified when one of these observers saw an adult female
Hen Harrier mobbing a Buzzard over Cow Hey on 14th July, but after further discussion
with Natural England, it was thought that it was indeed too late for a breeding attempt.
However, a final search of the area was arranged for 5th August, but this was overtaken
by the fact that a nest with five chicks was found by the shooting tenant on 1st August.

Hen Harrier chicks, Upper Derwentdale, August 2014

On receipt of this news, the NT quickly reinstated the watch and the chicks (3 males, 2
females) were ringed on 4th August, when they were about 16-21 days old, and the two
females were colour-ringed on 12th August. On 19th August, one of the females (Natalie),
was fitted with a satellite tag, and by 23rd August, four of the five young had fledged. The
fifth chick (a male) was a runt and was thought to have perished in the nest.
Sadly, by 4th September, the remains of another male were found 2 metres from the nest,
and it was thought that it had been killed by a mammalian predator, although a Buzzard
had been seen to visit the nest on a couple of occasions, and may have attacked the
chick.
On 5th September, the satellite tag on Natalie indicated that she had not moved for two
days and her corpse was picked up close to the last satellite fix, and it appeared to be in
fairly good condition. It was subsequently sent to the Zoological Society of London for a
post-mortem, which showed she had succumbed to a severe nematode worm infestation,
it is possible that the two males which died earlier may have suffered a similar fate, but
their corpses were too badly decayed for a post-mortem to be possible.
By this time, the two remaining youngsters, (a male and a female), were flying strongly and
venturing further from the natal area, and subsequently fledged successfully - the first
young harriers to fledge in this area since 2006.
This was the second latest ever nesting attempt in Britain, and it just goes to emphasise
the saying, "Never say never". Let's hope that this successful nesting attempt is the
forerunner of more nesting attempts in the Peak District, which could hold several pairs of
harriers if the birds were left to their own devices.
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Thanks are due to Helen Armstrong of the NT for her unstinting work in organising the
watches, Steve Murphy of NE for all his help and advice, and to the army of volunteers
who put in many hours of observation, both of the initial displaying males and the actual
nest site.
In addition to the successful breeding of Hen Harrier in Derwentdale, there were only three
further successful breeding attempts in England in 2014, two on the United Utilities
Bowland Estate in Lancashire, where the shooting tenant paid for diversionary feeding,
and one in Cumbria. The young harriers that fledged at Bowland were all fitted with
satellite tags. However, in September, the tags of two birds, given the names Sky and
Hope by local youngsters, stopped transmitting, on the 10th and 13th respectively, which
means that two of the chicks have apparently failed to survive. The chairman of the British
Association for Shooting and Conservation (BASC) was reported in British Birds
(November 2014) to have said: ‘We are very disappointed to hear of the loss of contact
from two transmitters attached to these Hen Harrier chicks. At this early stage and in the
absence of any evidence, it is unwise to start pointing fingers and claiming the
disappearance is due to illegal persecution. Such allegations are putting short-term
campaigning over the longer-term issue of protecting and encouraging the re-emergence
of the Hen Harrier in England.’ The disappearance of the birds was reported to Lancashire
police and the RSPB offered a £1,000 reward for information.
Mike Price (PDRMG) & Mick Taylor (SPRSG).

SORBY BRECK RINGING GROUP
RAPTOR RECOVERIES AND SIGHTINGS REPORTED IN 2014

HEN HARRIER
EL61946
EL61948

04/08/2014
04/09/2014
04/08/2014
04/09/2014

1
X
1
X

Site Confidential near Derwent, S Yorks (SK19)
Howden Moor, S Yorks (SK1894)
Site Confidential near Derwent, S Yorks (SK19)
Howden Moor, S Yorks (SK1894)

22/05/2003
02/04/2014

1F
+F

Site Confidential near Grindleford, Derbys (SK27)
Chatsworth, Derbys (SK2769)
8 km, 10 yrs 315 days
Injuries consistent with illegal trapping

04/07/2005
03/09/2014
04/07/2010
17/04/2014
12/07/2014
11/11/2014

1
XL
1
S
1F
X

Newmillerdam, Wakefield, West Yorks (SE3315)
Commonside Farm, Renishaw, Derbys (SK4577)
Grange Moor, W Yorks (SE2316)
Barnsley S Yorks (SE3406)
Silkstone Beck, S Yorks (SE2907)
Thurlstone, S Yorks (SE2303)

30/05/2004
11/11/2014

1
X

Cowers Lane, Belper, Derbys (SK3046)
Windley, Derbys (SK3045)

2 km, 31 days
2 km, 31 days

GOSHAWK
HW90883

SPARROWHAWK
DD47654
EL61842
EL61961

41 km, 9 yrs 61 days
15 km, 3 yrs 287 days
7 km, 122 days

BUZZARD
GJ62876
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2km, 10 yrs 165 days
Dying, caught on barbed wire

GR61851
MA17098

GR82772

14/06/2012
21/04/2014
27/06/2012
14/04/2014

1
+
1
VV

Bankwood, W Yorks (SE2613)
Bankwood, W Yorks (SE2613)
Waverton, Cheshire (SJ4663)
Grindleford, Derbys (SK2477)

04/06/2013
18/02/2014

1
+

Heyden Brook, Derbys (SE0901)
Grains Moss, Dunford Bridge, S Yorks (SE1302)

08/06/2011
20/06/2014

1
XL

near Pilsley, Derbys (SK4162)
Lowdham, Notts (SK6747)

06/07/2013
19/01/2014
13/06/2014
19/10/2014

1
XF
1
X

Old Glossop, Derbys (SK0495)
Glossop, Derbys (SK0394)
Bray Farm, Glossop, Derbys (SK0592)
Marsden, W Yorks (SE0612)

27/06/2013
25/12/2013

1
XF

Site Confidential, Derbys (SK19)
East Leigh, Modbury, Devon (SX6952)

16/06/2014
30/08/2014

1
XF

Site Confidential nr Glossop, Derbys (SK09)
Baggrow, Cumbria (NY1742)

25/05/2012
10/04/2014

1
S

Derby Cathedral, Derbys (SK3536)
Selston, Notts (SK4653)

18/10/2003
26/08/2014

1
XL

Unstone, Derbys (SK3777)
Unstone, Derbys (SK3777)

20/06/2014
16/08/2014

1
XF

Toadpool Farm, Staveley, Derbys (SK4377)
Near Barlborough, Derbys (SK4676)

12/05/1999
11/02/2014
26/08/2013
08/03/2014

1
XF
3
S

Ingbirchworth Res, S Yorks (SE2105)
Ingbirchworth, S Yorks (SW2205)
Rivelin Filters, Sheffield (SK2886)
Stannington, Sheffield (SK3088)

1
X

Winscar Res, S Yorks (SE1502)
Temple High Grange Farm, Scopwick, Lincs (TF0357)

1 yr 311 days
79km,1 yr 291 days
Identified by Wingtags
5km,259 days
Illegally trapped

KESTREL
EN50913

EX36423
EX36030

30 km, 3 yrs 12 days
headless in owl nest box
2 km, 197 days
21 km, 128 days

MERLIN
EX36277

EX36445

369 km, 181 days
violent weather
173km, 75 days

PEREGRINE
GC20773

21 km, 1 yr 320 days
found sick. taken into care

BARN OWL
GF87149

GR61850

10yrs 312 days
in roof space between slates and eaves
2 km, 57 days

TAWNY OWL
GF88249
GH78982

1 km, 14 yrs 275 days
3 km, 194 days
Tangled in garden twine. In care

LONG-EARED OWL
GN04387

30/05/2007
03/07/2014

98 km, 7 yrs 34 days

Age/Sex Codes.
1 = ringed as nestling
2 = born anytime including present year
3 = born present year
4 = born anytime but not present year
5 = born previous year
Recovery symbols are as follows:
R = caught & released, by ringer
RR = sight record by ringer
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6 = born anytime but not this year or previous year
7 = born two years before
8 = hatched three or more years ago.
F or M = sexed male or female.

V = caught and released (non ringer)
VV = sight record (non-ringer)

X = found dead
XF = freshly dead
XL = long dead
+ = killed by man
+F = killed by man – fresh

B = caught and released by ringer – nesting
S = sick or injured, not known to have been released SR = sick
or injured, released with ring
// = finding circumstances unknown

Compiled by David Williams

Members of the groups in 2014:
SPRSG
Trevor Grimshaw: Co-ordinator
John Atkin
Roy Frost
Mick Lacey
Geoff Mawson
Anthony Messenger

Stephen Moores
Steve Samworth
Ken Smith
Mick Taylor
Paul Tooley

PDRMG
Steve Davies: Co-ordinator
Carl Ashford
Nick Corley
Andy Platts
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Mike Price
Paul Stafford
Mark Watson
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